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CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 4208 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, NATO, MILI 

SUBJECT: SWEDEN SPONSORS EAST- WEST NAVAL SYMPOSIUM 

1. AT JULY 30 POLADS, THE BELGIAN REP MADE INTERVENTION 
ALONG THE FOLLOWING LINES: 

BEGIN INFORMAL TRANSLATION: 

1. THE CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE SWEDISH NAVY, ADMIRAL LUND V ALL, 
INTENDS TO ORGANIZE, DURING 1975 IN STOCKHOLM, A SYMPOSIUM 
BRINGING TOGETHER AT THE SAME TIME THE CHIEFS OF STAFF OF THE 
NAVIES OF MANY EASTERN AND WESTERN COUNTRIES. 
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2. THIS MEETING WILL INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING COUNTRIES: 

THE USSR, POLAND, GDR, FRG, NORWAY, DENMARK, FINLAND, 
BELGIUM, NETHERLANDS, USA, CANADA AND FRANCE. 
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3. AS FAR AS HE IS CONCERNED, THE CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE 
BELGIAN NAVY WOULD BE AGREEABLE TO PARTICIPATING IN THIS 
SYMPOSIUM. HOWEVER, THE BELGIAN CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE 
ARMED FORCES AND THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS RAISED 
THE QUESTION ON THE POLITICAL LEVEL OF WANTING TO KNOW IF 
IT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE FOR MILITARY REPRESENTATIVES OF 
MEMBER COUNTRIES OF THE ALLIANCE TO MEET WITH MILITARY 
REPRESENTATIVES OF EASTERN COUNTRIES IN A NON-INTERGOVERNMENT AL 
FORUM. 

4. THE BELGIAN AUTHORITIES WOULD LIKE TO KNOW THE 
POSITION OF OTHER COUNTRIES OF THE ALLIANCE ON THIS MATTER. 

END INFORMAL TRANSLATION. 

2. DEPARTMENT WILL HAVE NOTED IN MC-25-74, SUMMARY RECORD OF 
MEETING ON 20 JUNE 1974, THAT NATO MILITARY COMMITTEE HAS 
CONSIDERED THIS QUESTION AND AGREED WITH A UK VIEW THAT THE SCOPE 
OF THE SYMPOSIUM WAS SUCH THAT AN ALLIANCE VIEW WAS NEITHER 
NECESSARY NOR DESIRABLE, AND THAT RESPONSE TO THE SWEDISH INVITATION 
SHOULD BE AT NATIONAL DISCRETION. 

3. REQUEST INSTRUCTIONS FOR AUGUST 6 POLADS. GOODBY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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